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We  are,  we  are  to l d,  Ete r n a l  bor n  Sou l.  One  in t e g r a l l y ,  and  Rea l  esse n t i a l l y ,  we  
en t e r  he r e,  in t o  a  wo r l d  of  m a g n i t u d e  and  ex t e n s i o n ,  m i n d  and  body.  At  fi rs t ,  we  
are  ign o r a n t  of  ou r  na t u r a l  pla c e,  the n,  inc r e m e n t a l l y  pe r h a p s ,  we  sha k e  of f  
som e  of  the  fo r g e t f u l  slee p  of  non  rem e m b r a n c e  and  the  con f u s i o n  it  br i n g s.  We  
the n   loo k  aro u n d  and  beg i n  to  see.  This  wo r l d ,  we  rea l i z e  has  gi f t e d  us  pla c e.  
This  m i n d  bod y,  to  be  sure  in  th i s  view  a  des c e n t ,  is  als o  a  gi f t e d  pla c e.  We,  now  
liv i n g  in  the  wo r l d ,  hav e  com e  to  see,  tha t  we  are  ‘fro m ’  tha t  Rea l,  and  wi t h  a  
k in d  of  in t u i t i v e  cer t a i n t y  of  the  pos s i b i l i t y  of  ac t u a l  ord e r  and  bea u t y ,  it  
beh o o v e s  us  to  pu t  rig h t  the  dis o r d e r s  we  fin d  he r e;  hu m a n  soc i e t y  st r u g g l i n g  as  
it  doe s,  as  do  we.  As  we  beg i n  to  kno w,  the  que s t  to  rig h t  and  ord e r  the  wo r l d  
can  –i f  it  does-   bec o m e  a  que s t  to  rig h t  and  ord e r  ou rs e l v e s.  We  tu r n,  or i e n t i n g  
in  tha t  rig h t i n g ,  tow a r d  wh a t  is  goo d  fo r  us,  pe r h a p s  at  fi rs t .  If  und e r s t a n d i n g  
fu r t h e r s  tow a r d  wh a t  is  goo d  in  itse l f ,  the n  we  can  pe r h a p s ,  see  goo d  fo r  mo r e  
tha n  jus t  sel f.  The  righ t i n g  and  the  fin d i n g  are,  in  th i s  view,  pa r t  of  ou r  inb o r n  
bi r t h r i g h t .  The  Good,  ou r  goo d,  ou r  un i t y,  wh a t  can  eve n  be  cal l e d  the  God  wi t h i n ,  
ou r  esse n t i a l  na t u r e ,  is  im p r i n t e d  on  us  by  dee p  spi r i t u a l  con c e p t i o n .  Pu r e  
in t e l l i g e n c e  fo r m e d  wi t h  ou r  very  Sou l,  inc l u d e s  Sou l ’s  li f e  and  vis i o n,  pow e r s ,  
love,  re m e m b r a n c e ,  cap a c i t y ,  sc i e n c e s ,  ar t s  and  al l  or d e r  of  st r u c t u r e  tha t  wi l l  
bec o m e  our  li f e.  Tha t  the r e  is  a  reas o n e d  scie n c e  tha t  he l p s  lea d  tow a r d  the  
tru t h s  so  pro m i s e d ,  a  sc ie n c e  so  con c e i v e d  tha t  lea d s  to  dee p e r  in t e l l e c t i o n ,  
kno w l e d g e  by  ide n t i t y  and  mo r e  (mean s  hi t h e r  to  un k n o w n)  is  in f o r m a t i o n  
pas s e d  to  us  by  the  wis e  of  the  pas t.  

Fro m  anc i e n t  Egyp t  and  Asi a  Mi n o r  to  Gree c e ,  fro m  Orph e u s ,  Her m e s ,  Zor o a s t e r  
and  the  Mag i ,  th r o u g h  Py t h a g o r a s ,  and  Pla t o  to  Plo t i n u s  (where  we  sto p  fo r  th i s  
cons i d e r a t i o n)  a  wis d o m  kno w l e d g e  and  scie n c e  of  nu m b e r  has  bee n  pas s e d  
dow n  to  us,  con t a i n i n g  rea l,  vi t a l  in f o r m a t i o n  abo u t  us  and  the  wo r l d  in  wh i c h  we  
live.  The  ph i l o s o p h i e s  of  the s e  tea c h e r s  are  al re a d y  arc a n e  and  no  lon g e r  
und e r s t o o d  by  mo d e r n  con s c i o u s n e s s .  Thes e  ph i l o s o p h i e s  con t a i n  wi t h i n  the m  
the  eso t e r i c  und e r s t a n d i n g  tha t  the  wo r l d  we  live  in  is  res i d e n t  in  a  div i n i t y  tha t  
is  One,  the  sou r c e  of  al l;  a  Un i t y  of  div i n e  Be i n g ,  Ide a,  pr i n c i p l e  and  pow e r s .  
Fur t h e r ,  the  wo r l d  thu s  und e r s t o o d ,  is  an  org a n i z e d  ins t a n t i a t i o n  of  Ide a s,  
Pow e r s ,  and  im m a t e r i a l  In t e l l i g e n c e s  tha t  fo r m  and  regu l a t e  the  wo r l d .  Thes e  
anc i e n t  ph i l o s o p h e r s  asse r t  tha t  we  can  beg i n  to  gra s p  thes e  ide a s  as  
ma t h e m a t i c a l  in t e l l i g e n c e :  nu m b e r ;  in  var i o u s  leve l s,  as  sym b o l i z e d ,  in  pa t t e r n ,  
and  pro c e s s e s  to  fo r m  geo m e t r i e s  of  exis t e n c e  as  the  wo r l d ,  - and  sub j e c t i v e l y ,  
as  the  dee p  in t e l l e c t u a l  and  mo r a l  st r u c t u r e  of  ou r  own  m i n d s .
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Plo t i n u s ’  “The  Enne a d s”  is  ins p i r e d  by  and  are  com m e n t a r y  on  Pla t o .  
Pla t o n i c  sc ie n c e  und e r s t a n d s  the  wo r l d  as  Obje c t i v e  Ide a,  bo r n  of  and  roo t e d  
in  the  Good  or  the  One.  The  Ide a s,  or  For m s ,  m a n i f e s t ,  st r u c t u r e ,  sus t a i n  and  
gu i d e  the  Un iv e r s e .  The  Ide a s,  the  dee p  un i v e r s a l  in t e l l i g e n c e s  are  Rea l,  
Ete r n a l  and  are  wi t h  Pow e r .   How  the  Ide a s  are  in  the  One,  how  they  com e  
ou t  of  the  One,  how  they  st r u c t u r e  ex is t e n c e ,  how  they  are  st r u c t u r e d  as  
suc h,  are  som e  of  the  pro b l e m s  tha t  the  anc i e n t  ph i l o s o p h i e s  see  fi t  to  
add r e s s  and  try  to  ans w e r .  In  the  Pla t o n i c/ P l o t i n i a n  view  the  For m s  are  
Num b e r .  The  dee p  In t e l l i g e n c e s ,  are  no t  sim p l y  sym b o l i z e d  by  Num b e r ,  they  
are  Num b e r  and  mo r e .  The  pro b l e m  of  how  the  un i f i e d ,  si m p l y  who l e  One  
giv e s  rise  to  the  mu l t i p l e  For m s  the m s e l v e s ,  and  how  the  For m s  un f o l d  in  
and  as  a  var i e g a t e d  un i v e r s e  is   a  fun d a m e n t a l  pro b l e m  for  any  ph i l o s o p h y  
eng a g e d  in  try i n g  to  und e r s t a n d  the  wo r l d  and  ma n ’ s  pla c e  in  it.  It  is  soug h t  
to  be  solv e d  in  th i s  view,  th r o u g h  und e r s t a n d i n g  the  wo r l d  ‘Here’  and  the  
wo r l d  ‘The r e’  as  Ma t h e m a t i c a l  Ide a s  of  nu m b e r  and  it’s  var i o u s  exp r e s s i o n s .

Sci e n c e ,  und e r s t o o d  he r e  as  Rea s o n i n g  on  the  Rea l,  uses  sym b o l  as  its
me d i u m  of  me a n i n g .  Num b e r  is  mo s t  ef f e c t i v e  sym b o l .  Wh e n  we  see k  to  
re l a t e  by  rep r e s e n t i n g  one  ord e r  to  ano t h e r ,  or  even  pa r t s  of  th i s  ord e r,  in  
me a n i n g  te r m s ,  we  sym b o l i z e .  In  sym b o l s ,  equ i v a l e n c e s  ei t h e r  rea l  or  
dev i s e d  are  used.  Lang u a g e ,  m u s i c ,  wr i t i n g ,  dra w i n g ,  ar t s,  the  scie n c e s  use  
nu m b e r  or  its  pro d u c t s  in  the i r  sym b o l i z i n g .  Nu m b e r  as  sym b o l i c  of  its e l f ,  is  
pec u l i a r  in  tha t  the  nu m b e r s  we  use  as  sym b o l s  are  clos e  to  and  con t i n u o u s  
wi t h  wh a t  is  sym b o l i z e d .  The  uns e e n  wo r l d  of  the  Rea l,  ‘The r e’,  and  the  wo r l d  
of  the  sens i b l e ,  ‘Here’,  are  cap a b l e  of  in t e r s e c t i n g  th r o u g h  nu m b e r ,  in t i m a t e  
th r o u g h  clos e n e s s  wi t h  the i r  or i g i n .  The  wo r l d  as  show n  fo r t h ,  spru n g  fro m  
pr i n c i p l e ,   is  the  mo s t  na t u r a l  of  sym b o l s  to  rep r e s e n t  tha t  pr i n c i p i a l  wo r l d .   It  
is  nu m b e r  in  its  sym b o l  fo r m s  tha t  give  acc o u n t i n g  of  th i s  wo r l d ,  its  pa r t s ,  
and  hop e f u l l y  its  sou r c e .   We  are  we l l  awa r e ,  tha t  the r e  is  al m o s t  no  
expe r i e n c e  in  th i s  wo r l d  wi t h o u t  nu m b e r  or  its  pro d u c t s .  Nu m b e r  be i n g  in  fac t  
the  un i f y i n g  con c e p t  of  wh a t  we  cal l  fo r m s  in  subs t a n c e ,  li f e  ‘Here”.      

An t h o n y ’ s  wo r k  is   a  sop h i s t i c a t e d  Sym b o l i c  rep r e s e n t a t i o n  of  th i s  
m a t h e m a t i c s ,  of  bo t h  Pla t o ’ s  and  Plo t i n u s ’  dee p  ph i l o s o p h i c  wo r k .  The  
as t o u n d i n g  na t u r e  of  the  As t r o l o g i c a l  Cha r t s  and  the i r  cap a c i t y  fo r  dis c l o s i n g  
the  wo r k i n g s  of  the  Cosm o s  eve r  th r i l l  the  im a g i n a t i o n  and  en l i g h t e n .  
An t h o n y  un f o l d e d  a  wo r l d  view  tha t  pe r m i t s  us  to  sche m a t i z e ,  and  asp i r e  to  
sta r t  to  ma k e  sens e  of  wh a t  the  Pla t o n i c  m a s t e r s  we r e  try i n g  to  im p a r t :  How  
a  Tra n s c e n d e n t  Uni t y  bec o m e s  a  mu l t i f a c e t e d  un i v e r s e  con t a i n i n g  al l  tha t  we  



kn o w  of  the  ob j e c t i v e  vis i b l e  wo r l d  and  to  beg i n  to  ar t i c u l a t e  an  
und e r s t a n d i n g  of  the  pr i n c i p l e s  tha t  st r u c t u r e  the  wo r l d .  
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For  Pla t o,  and  th i s  is  the  caus e  tha t  Plo t i n u s  ta k e s  up,  the  Ide a s,  of  and  in  
The  One,  are  mo s t  rea l,  no t  vis i b l e ,  and   are  kno w a b l e  by  a  dee p  in t e l l i g e n c e  
bey o n d  Rea s o n .  They  are  the  caus e s  of  the  st r u c t u r e d  ord e r i n g s  of  the  
phe n o m e n a l  wo r l d  in  al l  its  pro c e s s e s .  The i r  pow e r s  are  the  st r u c t u r i n g ,  and  
are  in  the  st r u c t u r i n g .  The  Ar i t h m e t i z a t i o n  of  the  For m s ,  is  Pla t o ’ s  at t e m p t  to  
‘save’  phe n o m e n a ,  ba l a n c i n g  as  he  doe s  be t w e e n  cha o s  of  shee r  m u l t i p l i c i t y  
and  a  sta t i c  sens e  of  mo t i o n l e s s  Ete r n a l  Be i n g .  For  Pla t o  echo i n g  the  
Py t h a g o r e a n  view,  nu m b e r  and  its  geo m e t r i c s  –  ci rc l e s ,  lin e s,  ang l e s ,  
tr i a n g l e s ,  squ a r e s ,   are  no t  sim p l y  qua n t i t y  and  me a s u r e ,  bu t  car r y  the  
qua l i t a t i v e  in t e l l i g e n c e  of  the  inv i s i b l e  tra n s c e n d e n t  For m  - Ide a s  or,  
Esse n t i a l  or  preEs s e n t i a l  Nu m b e r .  Phe n o m e n a  and  any  hu m a n  m i n d  
app r e h e n d i n g  the  phe n o m e n a ,  are  the  pro d u c t s  of  the  For m/N u m b e r s .  As  
suc h  to  the  ex t e n t  tha t  we,  as  hu m a n  Sou l s,  pa r t i c i p a t e  in  th i s  nu m b e r e d  
wo r l d ,  mo r a l i t y  and  kno w l e d g e  are  pos s i b l e .  Li f e  its e l f  is  pos s i b l e  bec a u s e  of  
the  pow e r  of  the  fo r m s  and  the i r  un f o l d m e n t .

“On  Num b e r ”,  beg i n s  wi t h  the  sup p o s i t i o n  tha t  ou r  su f f e r i n g  equ a t e s  wi t h  
m u l t i p l i c i t y .  For  us  th i s  is  ou r  gra s p i n g  of  the  mu l t i p l i c i t y  of  the  un l i m i t e d  
in f i n i t y  of  non- be i n g .  Now,  as  we  hav e  bec o m e  ma n i f o l d ,  we  hav e  fo r g o t t e n  
ou r s e l v e s  and  ten d  tow a r d  the  mu l t i p l e ,  tow a r d  ex t e n s i o n  and  ma g n i t u d e  
(inhe r e n t  ex is t e n c e  if  you  wi l l). We  live  th i s  way,  ex t e n d e d  ou t  fro m  ou r s e l v e s .  
As  suc h  we  su f f e r .  To  the  ex t e n t  tha t  we  re t a i n  ou rs e l v e s,  ou r  un i t y,  ou r  
sim p l i c i t y ,  to  the  ex t e n t  we  rem a i n  in  ou rs e l v e s,  su f f e r i n g  end s.  This  re t u r n  to  
the  un i f i e d ,  to  Essen c e ,  is  pos s i b l e ,  as  we  are  pa r t  of  the  Cosm o s .  
Kno w l e d g e ,  evo l u t i o n  and  deve l o p m e n t  are  now  pos s i b l e .  We  are  edu c a t e d  
by  the  Un iv e r s e  and  by  ou r  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  in  it.  The  Ma t h e m a t i c a l  fo r m s  in  
m i n d  and  tho s e  in  the  wo r l d  are  bo t h  sou r c e d  fro m  the  sam e  tra n s c e n d e n t  
For m s .  This  sou r c i n g ,  at  onc e  ma k e s  pos s i b l e  any  kno w l e d g e  in  and  of  the  
wo r l d ,  bu t,  clos e r  st i l l  spea k s  to  a  cap a c i t y  fo r  in t i m a c y  wi t h  the  inn e r  be i n g  
of  the  wo r l d .
It  is  no t  qu i t e  expe c t e d  at  the  ou t s e t ,  how e v e r  the  in t u i t i o n  tan t a l i z e s ,  tha t  a  
ti m e l e s s  ord e r,  be l o n g i n g  to  the  Un i t y  and  Be i n g  of  the  un i v e r s e ,  the  Div i n i t y ,  
bec o m e s  ava i l a b l e  th r o u g h  the  Ma t h e m a t i c a l  For m s  and  ou r  tra i n i n g  in  
the m .  
A  doo r  ope n s  in  to  th i s  rea l  wo r l d ,  th r o u g h  nu m b e r .  

Sci e n c e  as  suc h  now,  pos t u l a t e s  no  pr i n c i p i a l  leve l  of  nu m b e r .  It  see k s  
th r o u g h  and  uses  ma t h e m a t i c s  to  try  to  fin d  a  un i f y i n g  ide a  to  inc o r p o r a t e  
al l.  Un i f i e d  fie l d  und e r s t a n d i n g ,  bec o m e s  an  at t e m p t ,  he re  to  gra s p  the r e.  For  
scie n c e ,  the r e  is  no  the r e  to  be  gras p e d .  A  pro b l e m .  The  inve r s i o n  of  the  
in t u i t i o n  pre c l u d e s  the  end.  Gen e r a l  re l a t i v i t y  spea k i n g  of  the  vas t,  qua n t u m  



me c h a n i c s  of  the  sm a l l ,  spea k  di f f e r e n t  lan g u a g e s .  Thro u g h  th i s  k in d  of  
sci e n c e  we  can n o t  fin d  the  one  lan g u a g e  we  in t u i t i v e l y  kno w  is  the r e,  the  
dee p  cohe r e n c e .  Pe r h a p s  we  hav e  no t  tho u g h t  dee p l y  eno u g h .  The  
ma t h e m a t i c s  hav e  no t  com e  to  the  fo r e.  Bu t  wh a t e v e r  th i s  un i f i e d  the o r y  wi l l  
be,  it  wi l l  no t  br i n g  tha t  sens e  of  un i v e r s a l  sym p a t h y ,  the  non-dua l  bas i s  of  
ou r  
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li f e,  the  gro u n d  of  ou r  as t r o l o g i c a l  exis t e n c e .  This  pre e x i s t e n t  Uni t y,  For m s ,  
Ide a s,  Nu m b e r ,  in  non-dua l  re l a t i o n ,  per m i t s  us  to  live  in  a  wo r l d  tha t  is  
ord e r e d .

Our  evo l u t i o n  is  ou r  ord e r i n g  in  a  wo r l d  am e n a b l e  to  ord e r.  The  Good  Tru t h  
and  Bea u t y  of  the  Abs o l u t e  con c e i v e d  th i s  way  is  now  ava i l a b l e  to  us.  We  jus t  
hav e  to  be  st i l l.


